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DEPTH OF SUB-BASE & CAPPING LAYER: THE DEPTH OF THE SUB-BASE AND CAPPING LAYERS WILL VARY WITH THE SUBGRADE STRENGTH, AS INDICATED BY THE CBR TEST RESULTS. THE THICKNESS OF THE SUB-BASE LAYER SHOULD BE 150mm FOR ALL FORMS OF ROADWAY CONSTRUCTION. THE THICKNESS OF THE CAPPING LAYER WILL VARY WITH THE CBR VALUE, AS INDICATED IN TABLE 3.1 BELOW. IF THE CBR VALUE OF THE SUBGRADE EXCEEDS 15%, NO CAPPING LAYER IS REQUIRED. SEE FIGURE 4.1 IN PART 2A, HD25-26 OF NRA DESIGN MANUAL FOR ROADS AND BRIDGES. * FOR SUBGRADES WITH A CBR OF LESS THAN 2%, A GEOTEXTILE SEPARATOR (e.g. TERRAM 1000) SHOULD BE USED AND SPECIALIST ADVICE SOUGHT REGARDING MINIMUM THICKNESS. IF THE CONTRACTOR PROPOSES TO USE THE SUB-BASE FOR CONSTRUCTION TRAFFIC HE SHOULD SEEK APPROVAL FROM THE ENGINEER TO DO SO. SUCH APPROVAL WILL ONLY NORMALLY BE GIVEN ON CONDITION THAT THE SUB-BASE THICKNESS IS INCREASED. TYPICALLY FOR CBR VALUES £ 4% THE SUB-BASE THICKNESS WILL HAVE TO BE  4% THE SUB-BASE THICKNESS WILL HAVE TO BE INCREASED BY 150mm. FOR CBR VALUES $ 4% AN INCREASE OF 80mm  4% AN INCREASE OF 80mm 4% AN INCREASE OF 80mm WILL BE SUFFICIENT. SUFFICIENT. SUBGRADE STRENGTH SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED BY MEANS OF THE CALIFORNIA BEARING RATIO (CBR) TEST, IN ACCORDANCE WITH BS 1377-4:1990. SAMPLES SHOULD BE TAKEN AT THE RATE OF ONE PER 100m OF ROAD AND WHERE SIGNIFICANT VARIATIONS IN SOIL TYPE ARE ANTICIPATED. EXTRA SAMPLES MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITY WHERE THE DIFFERENCE IN STRENGTH BETWEEN TWO ADJACENT SAMPLES INDICATES A SIGNIFICANT VARIATION IN SOIL TYPE. IN PREPARING THE TEST SPECIMEN, THE METHOD OF COMPACTION SHOULD BE THE STATIC COMPACTION METHOD 2, AS SPECIFIED IN PARAGRAPH 7.2.3.3 OF BS 1377-4:1990.
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TABLE 3.1 CAPPING LAYER - MINIMUM CONSTRUCTION THICKNESS
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NO CAPPING LAYER REQUIRED
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NOTES RE TESTING OF SUBGRADE
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A. ROADS & PAVED AREAS GENERALLY: ROADS & PAVED AREAS GENERALLY: IN-SITU CBR TESTING TO BS1377-4 (METHOD OF COMPACTION) SHALL BE CARRIED OUT AT SUBGRADE FORMATION AT A RATE OF 1 TEST PER 250m² OF SUB-GRADE. THE PAVEMENT BUILD-UP SHOWN ON THE TENDER DRAWINGS IS BASED ON A CBR OF 3% AND MAY BE CHANGED DEPENDING ON THE RESULTS OF THE TESTING.  CONTRACTOR TO PROVIDE RATE FOR SUPPLY AND INSTALL OF 500m² OF PERMEABLE NON-WOVEN GEOTEXTILE BENEATH CAPPING LAYER, WHERE CBR TEST VALUES ON SUBGRADE ARE LESS THAN 3%. 
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